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Diasporas, Exiles, Migrants, and Refugees from Europe in the Middle East and North Africa 
in the 19th and 20th Centuries 
Workshop | July 8-10, 2025, Berlin, Centre Marc Bloch 
 
Convened by Alexandros Lamprou (Research Fellow, Philipps-Universität Marburg), Esther 
Möller (Centre March Bloch), Rim Naguib (EUME Fellow of the Gerda Henkel Foundation 
2024-26), and Georges Khalil (Forum Transregionale Studien / EUME). 
 

Venue: Centre Marc Bloch, Friedrichstraße 191, 10117 Berlin (Germaine Tillion Hall, 7th floor) 
 

Program 
 

Tuesday, 8 July 2025 

13:45-14:00 Welcome by Esther Möller (CMB) 

14:00-16:00 Panel 1 

Vladimir Hamed-Troyansky (UC, Santa Barbara / EUME Fellow of the AvH 2025-26): 
Muslim Immigration in Early Republican Turkey, 1923-39 
 
Zeynep Ertuğrul (EHESS / HU Berlin): From Empire to Exile and Back: Statelessness, 
Citizenship, and Colonial Crossroads from Istanbul to Casablanca 
 
Roy Marom (Van Leer Jerusalem Institute): From Imperial Subjects to National 

Strangers: Transposed Eurasian Communities in Ottoman and Post-Ottoman 

Palestine  

Chair: Alexandros Lamprou (U Marburg) 

 

16:00-16:30 Coffee break 

16:30-18:30 Panel 2 

Paulina Dominik (European U Institute): Freedom Fighters, Refugees, Agents of 

Empire(s)? Polish Exile Politics and Imperial Entanglements in the Nineteenth-

century Ottoman Mediterranean 

 

İlkay Kirişçioğlu (Sapienza U di Roma): From Revolutionaries to Ottoman Subjects: 

Rethinking European Exiles in the East 

 

Abel Solans (CHSP): The Subsequent Lives of Italian Anarchists in Tunisia and Egypt 
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Chair: Magdalena Kozłowska (U of Warsaw) 

Wednesday, 9 July 2025 

09:30-11:30 Panel 3 

Marie Bossaert (U Clermont Auvergne): The Contours of Italianità: Italian citizenship 
and migrations in the Late Ottoman Empire (1912-1923) 
 
Yair Wallach (SOAS London): The Arab Ashkenazi: The Integration of 

Central/Eastern European Jewish Refugees to the Levant – and its Undoing 

 

Erkjad Kajo (Aix-Marseille U): Ottoman Albanians in Colonial Egypt:  A Microhistory 

of Albanian Agency in British-Occupied Egypt 

 
Chair: Georges Khalil (FTS / EUME) 
 

11:30-12:00 Coffee break 

12:00-13:30 Panel 4 

Melissa Altinsoy (U of Cambridge): Abdullah Bey (1801-1874) and Science in the 

Age of Empire(s) 

 

Sebastian Willert (Simon Dubnow Institute): European Academic Exiles in the 

Middle East and North Africa: Encounters and Solidarity of (Jewish) Refugee 

Scholars during the 1930s and 1940s  

 

Chair: Lucia Carminati (U of Oslo) 

13:30-14:30 Lunch break 

14:30-16:00 Panel 5 

Gülnur Demirci (Malmö U / U of Groningen): Problematizing the Concept of Hijra: 

The Circassian Exodus and the Formation of Diasporic Identity 

 

Timur Saitov (Binghamton U): Ottoman Governing of Russian Refugees [online] 

 

Chair: Jeffrey G. Karam (Lebanese American University) 

 

16:00-17:00 Coffee break 

17:00-18:30 EUME Berliner Seminar 
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“Egyptian Europeans: The Politics of Home and Naturalization of European 

Immigrants in Egypt (1929-1965)” 

Speaker: Rim Naguib (EUME Fellow of the Gerda Henkel Foundation 2024-26) 

Chair: Esther Möller (CMB) 

Thursday, 10 July 2025 

09:00-11:00 Panel 6 

Avinoam Joseph Stillman (FU Berlin): On Charity, Cheese, and Graves: Ashkenazi 

Jewish Pilgrims in Early Ottoman Palestine 

 

Enes Niziplioğlu (Ruhr U Bochum): Settlers, Spouses, and Social Mobility: 

“Yabancilar” and Matrimony in Late Ottoman Palestine (1880s to 1910s) 

 

Julia Hauser (U Kassel / FU Berlin): Between Sympathy, Superiority, Alienation and 

Silence: German Jewish Photographers critical of Zionism in Late Mandatory 

Palestine and Early Israel  

 

Chair: Karène Sanchez-Summerer (U of Groningen) 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-13:30 Panel 7 

Natalie Bernstien (UC, Los Angeles): Dance as Refuge from the Holocaust in 

Morocco’s International City: A Microhistory of Tangier During the Second World 

War 

 

Annalaura Turiano (CNRS, IREMAM / CMB): “Should I stay or should I go?” – Italian 
Workers, Trade Communities, and Professional Solidarities in Nasserist Egypt and 
Beyond 

 

Riadh Ben Khalifa (U of Tunis / MECAM Fellow 2024/25): Historiography of 

Migration to Tunisia 
 

Chair: Nazan Maksudyan (CMB) 

13:30-14:00 Wrap-up & Closing 

 


