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EDUCATION 

2019 Technical University Berlin & Research Centre for History of Emotions,  

Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Ph.D. in History 

2014 Central European University, Sociology and Social Anthropology, M.A. 

2013 Sabancı University, Cultural Studies, M.A. 

2011 Istanbul Bilgi University, Ottoman and Turkish History, B.A.         

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

2023 -2026 Postdoctoral Researcher, BEYONDREST ERC Project,  

 Forum Transregionale Studien, Berlin. 

2022 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Forum Transregionale Studien, Berlin. 

2019-2022 Postdoctoral Researcher, Empires of Memory Research Group, Max Planck Institute for the 

Study of Religious and Ethnic Divsersity, Göttingen  

2019 Doctoral Research Fellow, Heinrich Böll Stiftung, Berlin. 

2014-2018 Doctoral Researcher, Centre for History of Emotions, 

 Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin. 

2011-2013 Project Assistant, Gendered Memories of War and Political Violence Central European 

University – Sabancı University, Budapest-Istanbul. 

2011-2013 Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Sabancı University, Istanbul. 

2012 Research assistance and assistant curator at the Sait Faik Abasıyanık literature museum, 

Istanbul. 

2010-2011 Researcher, SALT Research Institute, Istanbul. 

2010-2011 Research Assistant, Global Collaboratory on the History of Labour Relations (1500-2000) 

Project. International Institute of Social and Economic History, Amsterdam. 

2007              Research assistant, Yakup Kadri Karaosmanoğlu literature  

                       archive at the Istanbul Bilgi University. 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books 

2020 Politics of madness: narrativizing, memorializing, sacralizing Şeywuşen  

(1930–1995) in Dersim, Turkey. PhD diss. Technische Universitat Berlin, 2020. 

https://doi.org/10.14279/depositonce-10580 

2011 Genç Kadın 1919. Istanbul Kadın Eserleri Kütüphanesi (academic introduction and 

transliteration of Ottoman feminist journal Genç Kadın published in Istanbul, 1919). 

 

Edited Special Issues 

[…]  (with Banu Karaca) “What is Beyond Preservation? Decolonizing the Conceptual Framework 
of Cultural Heritage” History and Anthropology. 

[…]                 (with Besim Can Zırh, Ahmet Kerim Gültekin, Deniz Coşan Eke) “Entangled Ethnographies of 
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Alevism in Turkey and Beyond” Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism. 
2022 (with Jeremy F. Walton) Material Afterlives. Journal of Material Culture. 
 

Peer-reviewed journal articles 

[…]  “A Shift from Preservation to Inheritance: Imagining a Decolonial Future for the Museum.” 

Journal of History and Anthropology. 

[under review] Rooting into Universal Love: Inheriting Mevlana Celaleddin Rumi  

through Dispossession and Appropriation. Cambridge Anthropology. 

2024 (with Cook et al.) “Empathy and Dialogue: Embracing the Art of Creative Review.” 

Anthropology and Humanism. 

2022  (with Jeremy F. Walton) Introduction: Material Afterlives. Journal of Material Culture. 

2022  The Aesthetics of Open-Ended Mourning:  The Statue of a Holy-Madman in Post-Genocidal 

Turkey. Journal of Material Culture.  

2021  Dispossessed by Culture: From the Fabiato Mansion to Büyükada Culture House. The Journal 

of the Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association. 

2019  “Erecting a Statue in the Land of the Fallen: Gendered Dynamics of the Making of Tunceli 

and Commemorating Seyyid Rıza. L’Homme europäische Zeitschrift für feministische 

Geschichtswissenschaft (European Journal of Feminist History). 

 

Book Chapters 

2024 (with Jeremy F. Walton) “Alevism and the Politics of Religious Freedom.” The Oxford 

Handbook for Religion in Turkey, Oxford University Press. 

2024 “İnkarın Örgütlenmesine Bir Çelme: Seyit Hüseyin Heykeli (1930-1994)” [A Challenge to 

Politics of Denial: The Statue of Seyit Hüseyin. 100.Yılında Dersim.  

Mesut Özcan ed. Oroji Yayınları. 

2021 “Kursakta Kalan Anmanın Hikayesi: Dersim ’38 Anıtı” [The Impossible Commemoration: 

Prohibited Memorial for the Dersim Genocide]. In Dersim Mazgirt, Şükrü Aslan (eds.). 

Istanbul: Ütopya Yayınları. 

2019 “Making of the Divine-Mad in Dersim: The Case of Seywuşen 1930-1994.” In Kurdish Alevis 

and the Case of Dersim Historical and Contemporary Insights, Gültekin, Ahmet Kerim & Erdal 

Gezik (eds.), Lanham, MD.: Rowman & Littlefield. 

2015         (with Sertaç Kaya Şen) “Sabancı Universitesi’nde Dayanışmamanın Halleri” [Unions at  

Foundation Universities in Turkey]. In Türkiye’de Vakıf Üniversiteleri. Değirmencioğlu, Serdar and 

İnal, Kemal (ed.), Istanbul: Ayrıntı Yayınları. 

 

 

Public Engagement – Edited peer-reviewed online thematic threads 

2024          (with Banu Karaca), Beyond Guidelines: The Question of Ethics in                      

                      Transregional Knowledge Production.  A blog series on Hypotheses.   

                      https://trafo.hypotheses.org/category/series/beyond-guidelines 

https://trafo.hypotheses.org/category/series/beyond-guidelines
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2022         (with Serawit Debele, Annika Kirbis), Heritage out of Control. 

                      A thematic thread on Allegra Lab.  

                   https://allegralaboratory.net/category/thematic-threads/heritage-out-of-control/ 

Public Engagement – Peer-reviewed online publications 

2024  When Off-the-Record Takes Over: Research Ethics Under Authoritarianism. 

https://trafo.hypotheses.org/category/series/beyond-guidelines 

2022  Models of Inheriting Spiritual Love. Allegra Lab. https://allegralaboratory.net/heritage-out-

of-control-inheriting-love-sensing-in-the-museum-of-mevlana-celaleddin-rumi-1207-1273/ 

2020 “Magical Afterlives in Post-Genocidal Turkey”, Allegra Laboratory. 

https://allegralaboratory.net/magical-afterlives-in-post-genocidal-turkey/ 

2020  Commodifying and Generating Spiritual Love: The Love Pilgrimage of Rumi Sociological 

Review https://doi.org/10.51428/tsr.ahzt1886 

2013  (with Marlene Schäfers) “Improbable Encounters: Marching for Lice in Kadıköy.” Fieldsights - 

Hot Spots Cultural Anthropology. Edited by Yael Navaro-Yashin and Umut Yıldırım. 

http://www.culanth.org/fieldsights/404-improbable-encounters-marching-for-lice-inkadikoy 

 

AWARDS AND GRANTS 

2019 New Europe Collage, Bucharest. Postdoctoral Fellowship (declined). 

2019 Istanbul Policy Centre – Mercator Stiftung, İstanbul.  

Postdoctoral Fellowship (declined). 

2019 Zentrum für Antisemitismusforschung, Technische Universität Berlin.  

Short-term Doctoral Fellowship. 

2019 Heinrich Böll Stiftung, Berlin. Short-term Doctoral Fellowship. 

2017 Neubauer Collegium for Culture and Society, Anthropology Department of the University of 

Chicago. Visiting Fellowship. 

2014-2018 Max Planck Institute for Human Development. Doctoral Fellowship. 

2013-2014 Central European University. Graduate Fellowship for MA at Sociology and Social 

Anthropology. 

2012 Sabancı University Teaching Assistant Award for exceptional performance in the Humanity 

and Society courses. 

2011-2013 Sabancı University Scholarship for MA at Cultural Studies MA Program, Istanbul. 

2011 Istanbul Bilgi University Academic Success Award, first place in the History B.A. 

2005-2011 Istanbul Bilgi University, Excellence Merit Scholarship for B.A. education. 
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