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Between Neighbourliness and Animosity: 
Emergence of New Polities during Syrian 
Migration to Turkish Cities 

Lecture by Hilal Alkan (EUME/ZMO)

Turkey is now home to nearly three million Syrians who fled the war. 

More than ninety percent of these migrants reside in towns or cities 

and have to find their own means of livelihood in contrast to those 

living in camps. Their resettlement often involves contact with local 

groups, which provide different kinds of assistance to newcomers.

This talk will explore the construction of new moral polities through 

these grassroot solidaristic networks, which aim to improve the condi-

tions of Syrian migrants in Turkey. These networks are mostly invisible 

to the public, as they are not initiated by the state or financed by for-

mal funding schemes. They are autonomous neighbourhood initiatives 

without professional employees or formal titles. However, the encoun-

ters that take place around these initiatives do form new collectives, 

new sets of relations between Syrians and Turks, and a new sense of 

“common good” that is exclusionary to some other Syrian and Turkish 

nationals alike.  The ethnographic research, this talk is based on, illus-

trates that the formation of these collectives, in quite complex ways, 

feed on the clashes between different polities already existing in the 

Turkish and Syrian societies. 

Hilal Alkan is a EUME Fellow at Forum Transregionale Studien and is 

based at ZMO. She has been working on welfare provision, social citi-

zenship and charitable initiatives in Turkey. Her current research pro-

ject is titled “The Dyad of Care and Discipline: Aiding Syrian Migrants 

in Turkey and Germany”.


